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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SPARTA GOLF SOCIETY 

HELD AT THE HIGHLANDS INN, UCKFIELD, ON 2ND OCTOBER 2019 

 

Those present: Vince Rossiter (Chair & Sec)  Ray Owen  
 Kevin Ryan (Capt) Gordon Rolfe 
 Mike Arney (Treasurer) Anthony Ash 
 Pete Frost Phil Ryan 
 James Milligan Phil Patten 
 Dave Milligan Phil Alker  

 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks  

 

1.1. Welcome one and all. It has been an interesting first year for me as your President where I 

seem to have become a jack of all trades (and most would say master of none). 

1.2. I am sure you are all aware of the sad news of the passing of Darren Cooper’s wife, Julie, 

which has meant he has had to relinquish his secretarial duties which I have been 

temporarily fulfilling. This means there is a vacancy for Secretary and we shall see later if we 

can fill that post.  

1.3. One piece of good news is that we had a very successful Charity Day with nearly £1500 

raised for the Pilgrim’s Hospices who did so much to make Julie’s final weeks as 

comfortable as possible. 

1.4. Also, we have seen an increase of around 30% in numbers attending this year including 2 

new members – big hitter Anthony, and Simon Shapcott who unfortunately cannot be with 

us today. Let’s hope this trend continues as we move forward towards our centenary in 

2021.  

1.5. Lastly, may I thank you all for a great effort in trying to win back the Pauley/Richards 

Challenge Trophy. However, whilst we lost 4-3 this year, in the 13 years it has been played 

for, Sparta are still leading with 7 wins to Ashdown’s 6. 1.6. So on to business….  

 

2. Apologies for absence  

2.1. Apologies for absence were received from Geoff Dawe, Mark Hitchen, John Hurley, Darren 

Cooper and others.  

3. Minutes of the last AGM  

3.1. Apart from some spelling mistakes, no changes to the 2018 AGM minutes were made and 

they were agreed as true record of proceedings.  

4. Matters Arising  

4.1. There were no matters arising  

5. Captains Report  

 

5.1. I have very much enjoyed the honour of being SPARTA Captain this year. Phil, as our first 

ever Lady Captain was always going to be a hard act to follow.  

 

5.2. We played some lovely courses with fine weather all the way. North Downs in the spring, 

Old Fold Manor for El Presidente’s day, North Hants was special, but six grand joining fee? 

Don’t think so! Captain’s Day at Farnham also stood out and not just for the golf. Vince 
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falling out of his one person buggy was a joy to behold, as was watching him and Phil trying 

to control the damn things over 18 holes. They reminded me of slow dodgem cars. But the 

true highlight of the day came from the generosity of those present who between them/us 

raised in excess of £1500 for Pilgrims Hospices, the chosen charity.  

 

5.3. As you know, we chose Pilgrims because they gave such great care to Julie who tragically 

lost her fight against a terrible illness. I think most of us present have been affected by a 

friend or family member who has been struck down with this horrible disease in its 

different guises, and our thoughts and good wishes are extended to Darren at this time. I 

really hope we see him back playing soon, but for now other priorities must take 

precedence for Darren. One other thing regarding the charity is that mention must be made 

of the generosity provided by James Donaldson whose company matched the donations 

made by those at Farnham. Thank you, James.  

5.4. Numbers playing seems to have stabilised but it has been nice to see new faces. Always 

welcome. The choice of playing 18 or 36 holes is a good idea and hopefully will encourage 

more members. We have already seen some of our members take advantage of this.  

 

5.5. Finally, well done to all the winners this year and all the best to James for next year. The 

Ryan dynasty comes to an end and the Milligan one commences!  

6. Treasurer’s Report  

6.1. Statement of accounts: 

INCOME £’s  EXPENDITURE £‘s 

Opening Balance (1st Oct '18) 2,310.16  CSSC Fees 0.00 

SPARTA Contribution 1,560.00  Prizes 374.00 

SPARTA Mem Fees 264.00  Contribution to Charity 1498.51 

Society Mem Fees 80.00  Engraving 89.90 

Contribution to Charity 1498.51  Competition fees 0.00 

Green Fees 5099.00  Green Fees 7711.50 

Prizes 375.00  Web page 384.67 

   Closing Balance (30 Sept 2019) 1,128.09 

TOTAL: 11,186.67  TOTAL: 11,186.67 

 

7. Motions  

7.1. No motions were raised.  

 

8. Election of Officers and Members of the Committee  

8.1. Vince Rossiter was happy to continue as President of the Society. For other posts, there was 

only one nominee for each post so the following were elected unopposed:  

9. Position Nominee Proposed by Seconded by 

Captain James Milligan Kevin Ryan Committee 

Vice Captain Dave Milligan James Milligan Committee 

Secretary Vacant   

Webmaster Vince Rossiter Pete Frost Dave Milligan 

Treasurer Mike Arney Vince Rossiter Ray Owen 
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General Committee 

Kevin Ryan Vince Rossiter Phil Ryan 

Pete Frost Ray Owen Anthony Ash 

Anthony Ash* Vince Rossiter Mike Arney 

Auditor David Boone Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 

*with special responsibility for recruitment 

For the time being the handicapping committee will be the President 

(normally the Secretary), the Captain and Pete Frost.  

10. Any Other Business  

10.1. Events for 2020: The Treasurer had taken on the role of booking events in lieu of the 

absent secretary and reported the following:  

• Spring: Pine Ridge GC, Camberley Surrey on 24 April 2020;  

• President’s Day: Sonning GC, Berks provisionally on 22 May 2020;  

• Summer: Chobham GC, Woking Surrey on 29 June 2020;  

• Captain’s Day: Possibly at Thorndon Park Essex on 21 July 2020; 

• Autumn: The Addington GC, Surrey on 2 Sept 2020; 

• AGM & Hastings Challenge: Westerham GC Kent on 7 October 2020. 

  

10.2. Replacement trophy: The President commented that the Claret Jug charity trophy, 

won this year by Andrew Gardner, was in a dire state of repair. It had been broken on 

various occasions and not repaired properly. As such, the meeting agreed a replacement 

will be sought. NOW REPAIRED – NO COST 

10.3. Awards  

10.3.1. Mond Cup: The final of the Mond Cup between Geoff Dawe and Andrew Gardner 

was booked to be played on 8 October. However, due to Andrew being taken ill, this 

has been cancelled and will take place as soon as Andrew is fit again.  

10.3.2. Secretary’s Cup: The President congratulated Anthony on yet another win this year 

and presented him with the Secretary’s Cup.  

10.3.3. GOTY: Anthony’s good form during the year meant there was only one winner in the 

GOTY 2019 competition. Anthony was also congratulated on his stats for the year 

where he came top in points-on-par 3’s and net birdies tables.  

11. Close  

11.1. There being no other business, the meeting was closed.  

October 2019 

 

Signed as a true record__________________________________________________(V Rossiter) 

17 November 2020 


