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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE SPARTA GOLF SOCIETY HELD AT  

DARENTH VALLEY GC ON 15 OCTOBER 2015 
 

 
Those present:  

Geoff Dawe, Chair David Cooper 
Darren Cooper, Secretary Pete Frost 

Gordon Rolfe Doug Little 
Vince Rossiter Phil Patten 

Ray Owen Ian Dibbens 

Richard Jones James Milligan 
Andrew Gardner John Rea 

Will Donaldson  
 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 
1.1 Chairman Geoff Dawe gave a warm welcome to all.  He 

commented on the good turnout for the AGM. 
 

1.2 Special thanks went to  
 Darren Cooper for work throughout the year. 

 Mike Arney for his work on the accounts 
 Vince Rossiter and James Donaldson for their work during 

the year 

 
 

 
2 Apologies for absence 

 
2.1 Apologies for absence had been received from Peter Millard, 

Tom Millard, Tim Morgan, Mark Hitchen, James Donaldson, 
Owen Hydes, James Manning, Patrick Aung, Mike Arney, Peter 

Gray, Kevin Ryan, Philomena Ryan, Michael Taylor 
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3 Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 

 
3.1 There were no changes to the minutes of 2014 AGM which 

were then agreed and signed as a true and accurate record of 
proceedings. 

 
 

4 Matters Arising 
 

4.1 There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the 2014 
AGM. 

 
 

5 Captain’s Report by Andrew Gardner 
 

5.1 It’s been a privilege to be Captain this year even though the 

weather has been less than kind at a couple of the events, 
especially on my Captain’s Day at Crowborough, which I think 

is only the second time in many a year that the Society had 
to curtail a day mid-way through! 

 
So, the weather aside, what has been my highs and lows as 

Captain? 
 

I’ll deal with the lows first:- 
 

Not being able to play a round of golf with everyone in the 
society. Physically impossible I know due to nos. and 

availability but I have tried to be paired with as many 
people as I could. This stems from my first Captain’s 

speech, which focussed on being a good playing partner. I 

hope I have been? 
 

My asthma/hay fever attack at Canterbury – ruined my 
golf! Can’t even count the number of sneezes that day, 

especially near the bracken! 
 

Not being able to win my own Captain’s prize (Beer)! 
 

Now the many highs:- 
 

Just turning up and not being at work in the office 
 

Meeting everyone again and greeting some old friends 
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Giving Mike a lift –many laughs. Lucky I haven’t crashed! 

 
Being winning Captain at the Hastings Challenge at 

Littlestone (my favourite course) 
 

Kicking off my captaincy in Kent at Bearstead 
 

The hearty Tomato & Basil soup at Toot Hill – after the 
morning downpour it was well needed and hit the spot 

 
Canterbury (hay fever aside) – Cod & Chips! Darren 

actually let me choose the ‘food’ so no stodgy main course 
roast followed by Apple Crumble for dessert – I hope you 

enjoyed the cheesecake? Darren/Ian, take note for next 
year! 

 

The money raised for my chosen charity – A Big Thank 
You. 

 
Crowborough – I hit a great tee shot on the first – 

remember I’m only talking about the ‘highs’ here (shame 
about the bounce it received)! 

 
Purley Downs – what a good course.  Lovely surprise - we 

must visit there again soon. 
 

I will remember my year as Captain to have been fun, a good 
laugh (especially at my own golf’s expense) and having 

enjoyed each other’s company. Also, I hope you found my 
Captain’s comments funny.  

 

I can now relax and hopefully play better next year knowing 
the Captaincy will be in good hands with Ian. 

 
See you all Next Year! 
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6 Treasurer’s Report 

 
6.1 Firstly, my apologies for not being with you at the AGM but 

unfortunately it would have been a very long journey for me 
to get there from America. 

 
Once again this year our funds were greatly limited, but 

thanks to our experiencing last year and the fact that we had 
a bigger grant from SPARTA than expected, we once again 

had what I thought was a very successful year of golf. My 
thanks to Darren for finding these excellent value courses and 

of course my thanks to our members who supported the 
society. 

 

I am actually writing this report before hearing that our 
auditor, David Boone, has given it the final OK but in the 

hope that all is well I will do a quick breakdown of our 
Statement of Account as presented to David early in October. 

 
On the Income side you will, as stated earlier see that we 

received an improved grant this year, hopefully we will get a 
similar size grant for next year. The green fees figure is fairly 

low because there has been a slight drop in numbers but 
additionally the meetings this year were less expensive than 

previous years. Those of you with a good memory may spot 
that we have a new income this financial year and that is for 

prizes. This is because SPARTA will no longer consider 
expenses for prizes as something that should be included in 

the claim for a grant, therefore a contribution towards prizes 

was taken from every competitors green fees, normally 
around £3 per person. 

 
On the expenditure side, once again these are similar to 

previous years. The figure that may well jump out as rather 
healthy is the closing balance. This is because we would 

normally have paid some of our deposit cheques, but 
although some have been sent, none actually cleared before 

the close of the financial year. These deposits will total 
approximately £1,500, which will leave us enough to cover 

today’s meeting as well as the Hasting’s challenge match 
early next year. 
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As yet I have not received any suggestions for next year’s 

charity but hopefully that is something that will be discussed 
at the AGM and a decision made.  

 
Obviously, if there any queries from the auditor, or if any of 

you have something you wish to discuss about the accounts I 
will be happy to deal with these when I return from my well 

earned holiday. 
 

Hoping you had a great day and that the sun was shining on 
both you and me. 

 
 

 
6.2 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 2014/15:- 

 

INCOME £'s EXPENDITURE £'s 

        

Opening Balance (1st Oct 14) £1,248.90 CSSC Fees £ 

        

SPARTA Contribution £2,060.00 Prizes and Trophies £439.81 

        

SPARTA Fees £300.00 Engraving Costs £99.50 

        

MEMBERSHIP Fees £405.00 Competition Costs £0.00 

        

Society Contribution to Charity £237.00 Society Contribution to Charity £237.00 

        

Green Fees Contribution £6,274.00 Green Fees £7,375.00 

        

Prizes £445.50 Web Page & Treasurer £251.49 

        

Misc £0.00 Closing Balance (30th Sept 15) £2,567.60 

      

TOTAL: £10,970.40 TOTAL: £10,970.40 

 
6.3 There were no questions from the members for the Treasurer. 
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7 Motions 

 
7.1 Motion 1 – Pete Frost:  Every Trophy winner will retain 

his/her new handicap for the next three rounds at which 
he/she takes part, after which his/her handicap may then 

rise, if appropriate. 
 

7.1.1 After a long discussion the Motion was adopted. 
 

 
8 Election of Officers and Committee of the Society 

 
8.1 Geoff Dawe confirmed that he was happy to continue as 

President of the Society for the coming year.  For other posts 

on the Committee there was only one nominee for each 
position so the following were elected unopposed: 

 
 

Position 

Nominees for 

2016 Proposed by Seconded by 

Captain Ian Dibbens Andrew Gardner Committee 

Vice Captain David Cooper Ian Dibbens Committee 

Secretary Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter Pete Frost 

Asst Secretary James Donaldson Darren Cooper Ian Dibbens 

Treasurer Mike Arney James Milligan Geoff Dawe 

General 
Committee 

Andrew Gardner Ray Owen Will Donaldson 

Pete Frost Doug Little Andrew Gardner 

Vince Rossiter Pete Frost Richard Jones 

Auditor David Boone Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 
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9 Any Other Business 

 
9.1 Events for 2016 

 
The Secretary said that he had booked most of the venues for 

2016. These were as follows: 
 

 Wednesday 23 March – Hastings Challenge Match 
 Friday 29 April Spring Meeting at Haywards Heath GC 

 Wednesday 25 May President’s Day at Canons Brook GC 
 Friday 24 June Summer Meeting at Finchley GC 

 Friday 22 July Captain’s Day at Surbiton GC 
 Monday 5 Sept Autumn Meeting at Flackwell Heath GC 

 Thursday 13 Oct AGM at Darenth Valley GC 
 

The Chairman thanked Darren for a schedule which looked 

very exciting. 
 

9.2 Charity for 2015 
 

The Captain to nominate a Charity for 2015. 
 

9.3 Awards 
 

The Secretary’s Cup had a new winner and was won by James 
Milligan with 44 points and Pete Frost was runner-up. 

 
The Golfer of the Year Trophy for 2015 was won by Gordon 

Rolfe, who was the 1st winner of the Trophy who did not win 
any other trophy during the year. 

 

 
10 Close 

 
10.1 There being no other business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at 3.30pm. 
 

January 2016 


