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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
OF THE SPARTA GOLF SOCIETY HELD AT  

WESTERHAM GC ON 17 OCTOBER 2013 
 

 
Those present:  

Geoff Dawe, Chair Len Kirton 
Darren Cooper, Secretary Pete Frost 

Mike Arney, Treasurer Doug Little 
Vince Rossiter Clive Freeman 

John Tranter Ian Dibbens 
Ray Owen Kevin McAnuff 

Andrew Gardner  

  
 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 
1.1 Chairman Geoff Dawe gave a warm welcome to all.  He 

commented on the good turnout for the AGM. 
 

1.2 Special thanks went to  
 Darren Cooper for work throughout the year. 

 Mike Arney for his work on the accounts 
 Vince Rossiter and James Donaldson for their work during 

the year 
 And to James Manning for being Captain 

 

 
2 Apologies for absence 

 
2.1 Apologies for absence had been received from Peter Millard, 

Tim Morgan, Mark Hitchen, James Donaldson, Alan Rowland, 
Phil Ryan, Owen Hydes, 

 
Sparta Golf Society 
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3 Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 

 
3.1 There were no changes to the minutes of 2012 AGM which 

were then agreed and signed as a true and accurate record of 
proceedings. 

 
 

4 Matters Arising 
 

4.1 There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the 2012 
AGM. 

 
 

5 Captain’s Report by Mark Hitchen 
 

5.1 Firstly I’d like to start by thanking a few people. To Mark 

Hitchen, thank you for asking me to be your Vice Captain last 
year and therefore Captain this year. Secondly to James 

Donaldson, my Vice Captain who now takes on the full role of 
Captain for 2014. I am sure that he will do an excellent job 

and be a good ambassador for the club. I would also like to 
thank the President, Geoff Dawe and the Committee, yet 

again you have all done exceptionally well and put in the 
effort behind the scenes kept the club running smoothly. 

 
In addition to the above named people it is only right to 

mention a few more individuals, Darren Cooper for organising 
and booking the Society days, James Donaldson for the 

scoring. If any of you saw the complex spreadsheets the 
society now has, you would be impressed. Thanks to Mr 

Donaldson, we are now able to get pretty much all of the 

statistics you could ever wish to have. Vince Rossiter for 
keeping the website up to date and last but not least Mike 

Arney for organising and keeping track of all the finances. 
 

So, over to the golf. The golfing year started as is now 
customary with the Hastings Challenge, this was the 7th time 

this event has taken place and it was fitting that it was the 
largest event so far, with both sides eager to take the Pauley 

Richards trophy back home. Sparta were also keen to avoid a 
hat-trick of losses at Chart Hills. Due to the poor weather at 

the start of the year, with snow only a few weeks before, it 
was some member’s first round of golf of the year. Heavy 

overnight rain meant the going was soft and some fairways 
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you needed waders rather than golf shoes. Anyway everybody 

pushed through and with the first three matches going the 
way of Hastings it seemed like Sparta were destined to lose.  

With Hastings only requiring two more matches to retain the 
trophy, Sparta fought back and won all but one of the 

remaining matches to win 6 matches to 4. Sparta now have 
the choice of venues for next year. Despite the conditions the 

scoring was excellent with three pairs scoring 46 points and 6 
of the 10 pairs scoring more than 40 points. 

 
The first full society day was the Spring Meeting and held this 

year at Crowborough Beacon Golf Club. The early spring 
weather did not disappoint and provided a great opportunity 

to play some golf in the sun after such a poor winter. The 
course was in very good condition and proved a good test for 

all. The morning round consisted of the Addison Plate 

(stableford) and the Woodgate Cup (scratch). The 
Donaldson’s made it a family affair by James taking the 

Addison Plate with a solid round of 38 points and a win by 3 
points, brother Will took the scratch cup with a fine display 

hitting a round of 76. With that win, Will re-wrote the Sparta 
Golf record books, it was his 8th consecutive win of that 

particular trophy (the only time that has been done in the 
clubs history) and he also became joint leader in the number 

total number of wins (32). As though that was not enough, 
Will Donaldson along with his partner Doug Little won the 

Astor Cup in the afternoon pairs competition. With that win, 
Will moved into the outright lead for the most number of cups 

won (13). Would he be able to improve on this record in the 
rest of the year? 

 

President’s Day was the second event of the year and this 
year was played at Cannons Brook Golf Club. Once again 

apart from being a little slow to start the weather was good 
and the sun came out. The course was enjoyed by all and 

although appearing to be flat with no large hills, the constant 
shallow gradient meant all members earned a drink at the 

end of the day. The club provided a very warm welcome the 
food was excellent and the starter was even found to be 

cutting the grass with a pair of shears. There were three 
trophies up for grabs on the day, the President’s Tankard, the 

Lovell Salver and the pair’s competition was the Pepler Cup. 
Although the course was wide in places a few strategically 

placed bunkers, trees and out of bounds ensured that the 
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scoring was not that high. No one managed to beat 36 points, 

however Pete Frost persevered and scored 35 points to beat 
Kevin Ryan on count back to take the Presidents Tankard for 

the second year in a row. For the Lovell Salver, Andrew 
Cotterill was in pole position with a 41 at last years Autumn 

meeting and even with only a 33 pts this event managed to 
take top spot from Pete Frost. The pairing of Len Kirton and 

Pete Frost provide too strong for the rest of the society and 
they dovetailed well to win the Pepler Cup with a betterball 

score of 44 pts, three ahead of Ian Dibbens and Jerry Doyle. 
 

This year’s Charity Day was played at The Army Golf Club and 
being so close to Farnborough airport ensured that the course 

was flat. Whilst for some it seemed a bit short, the tree lined 
fairways and slick greens ensured that it was a good test of 

all parts of the game. The Summer Cup, the Claret Jug and 

the Cook Cup were the three trophies on offer at this event. 
The course had a lot of history with each of the holes named 

after a different battle and each of the bridges around the 
course named after a different regiment. The morning round 

was for the Summer Cup and Peter Millard took the trophy 
with 38 pts after beating Len Kirton in countback. It was the 

first event where father and son duo Peter and Tom Millard 
had both attended and not to be out done Tom, put in the 

most consistent golf of the day to take the Claret Jug (36 
holes) with 72 pts, 2 ahead of next years Captain. The Cook 

Cup is the afternoon competition played for off 7/8ths 
handicap and although Tom Millard scored the highest with 35 

pts, his win in the Claret Jug meant that he could not win the 
trophy and so it went to second place James Donaldson who 

scored 34 pts, closely followed by myself. 

 
The Shire London was the course chosen for Captain’s Day 

this year and a course designed by Seve himself was surely 
not going to be an easy test. The Society had been warned of 

slow rounds and that it would be a long day. The club was 
very welcoming and the refreshments like the weather were 

excellent. The course was longer than those the Society has 
played previously this year and hard fairways with a large 

amount of strategically placed water, ready to collect any 
wayward (and sometimes well hit) shots ensured that most 

peoples golf bags went home lighter than they arrived. The 
morning rounds were slow compared to normal and the 

Society thought the afternoon would at least be quicker. 
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However, a club match in front of the Society ensured the 

afternoon was as slow as the mornings. The Starter 
commented that this was a major problem with the members 

which he is trying to address. The course, the slow play and 
the heat were the downfall for many with scores mainly above 

handicap. However, James Milligan was not affected and 
came in, in the mornings round with a stunning round of 41 

points, 5 better than his next nearest challenger. In the 
afternoon, he returned a score of 36 pts. This was excellent 

scoring and he deserved to win the 36 hole Harrop Cup with a 
total of 77 pts, this was a win by 14pts, which must be a new 

record for this Cup, Mr Donaldson we need to check that 
spreadsheet of yours! As James Milligan was unable to win 

everything, the promoted winner of the DOE 25th Cup was 
Vince Rossiter with a score of 36 pts. Then in the afternoon, 

Tim Morgan was promoted to win the Golden Jubilee Trophy 

with a score of 34 pts. I added the “Nearest the Pin in Two” 
competition to add a bit of variety to the standard “minor 

competitions” and it proved to be enjoyed by most, maybe 
this is something to consider adding as a regular feature? The 

winner of the Captain’s Special prize was Jerry Doyle, for 
hitting the most watery graves, or at least the person who 

owned up to the most! Although it was slow and the course 
difficult, some of the Society members commented upon how 

they appreciate a good course and a good battle but in this 
instance the course had won. Despite not eating our meal 

until 10pm, I thoroughly enjoyed Captain’s Day. 
 

The final 36 holes day of the year was played at the 
Addington Palace Golf Club.  The morning round was a singles 

competition with three different trophies on offer, The 

Robinson Bowl, The Chapman Cup and the Adams Salver (2nd 
leg). The course was quite hilly and required very accurate 

tee shots to make sure you were on the correct side of the 
fairway as well as accurate approach shots to the green to 

ensure you were on the right side of the hole to make the 
putt. Our President, was off to a great start in the morning 

round and led from the front. Geoff took the Robinson Bowl 
with a very well played 41 pts, although it was only 1 pt 

ahead of Kevin Ryan who did his Golfer of the Year (GOTY) 
Award prospects no harm. Will Donaldson only needed one 

more win to become the most successful member of the 
society ever, his gross 71 was an excellent display of golf and 

he deservedly won the Chapman cup for the 5th time and re 
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wrote the record books for the second time this year. As a 

Society we need to up our game to ensure he doesn’t win by 
10 shots again! The first leg of the Adams Salver was played 

for at the Spring meeting, but the Presidents excellent 
morning round ensured that adding his 41pts to the 35 he 

already had to win the Salver by 5 pts from Will Donaldson. 
The afternoon round was a pairs competition for the “New” 

Millennium Decanter, after the previous one met its maker 
sooner than thought. Unfortunately for me, the Captain’s 

team was on the wrong side of a 4 – 1 drumming, and Geoff 
as President successfully won the Decanter for the first time. 

The club was extremely welcoming, relaxed and the food was 
excellent, especially the lunch which was two course affair. 

Let’s hope it is not too long until we return to this great 
course. 

 

Recently the final of the Mond Cup was played between Mark 
Hitchen and our President Geoff Dawe. Mark was the reigning 

champion and looked odds on to win it again this year on the 
18th, but Geoff persevered and managed to take it on the 

19th hole, to cap a successful end to the year for our 
President. 

 
As we go into the AGM, there are still two trophies to play for, 

the Secretary’s Cup and the GOTY, which will both be decided 
at Westerham. 

 
The Captain’s, Year Long prize is also still up for grabs. It was 

decided, that in secret at each event a draw would be made 
pairing members of the Society. Their averaged score would 

then go ahead into a table, and to ensure that everyone is 

still in the competition, the score is averaged over the 
number of events played. At the moment it is extremely close 

and the AGM event is likely to decide it. I will provide a full 
breakdown of the scores in due course and present the 

eventual winner with their prize shortly. 
 

As a parting note, we have all noticed that the numbers have 
been variable at the events over the last couple of years and 

that this society will only survive if we get a constant supply 
of new members. We are playing some fantastic golf courses 

every year and I’m sure we all know people that would like to 
play these and at the same time join a sociable and amenable 
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society. Please mention and promote the society wherever 

you can to ensure it goes on strongly for another 92 years! 
 

Finally I would like to thank all of the Sparta Golf Society 
members, without which the club would not exist. You have 

all contributed to making this year as memorable as possible 
and I have been truly honoured to be able to call myself your 

Captain for 2013. 
 

 
6 Treasurer’s Report 

 
6.1 I wish to express my thanks to the auditor, Mr David Boone 

for his quick turn around with our accounts so that they were 
complete for today’s AGM. I wish also to express my thanks 

to the committee and members of our society for their 

support throughout the year. 
 

Once again we have had a very successful year playing some 
excellent courses and in most cases supported by reasonable 

or very good weather. 
 

Although its not relevant to 2013 I need to raise at this 
meeting that it looks like the finances of SPARTA are 

apparently less than healthy. At this point we have had no 
definite information but all reports would suggest that our 

grant for 2014 could be less than in previous years. 
 

I apologise for the doom and gloom but thought that you 
should be made aware of the situation. 

 

I will of course keep the committee up to date with all 
information as soon as I know anything definite. 

 
Many thanks again. 
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6.2 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 2012/13:- 
 

INCOME £'s EXPENDITURE £'s 

        

Opening Balance (1st Oct 12) £2000.74 CSSC Fees £60.00 

        

SPARTA Contribution £4,250.00 Prizes and Trophies £509.60 

        

SPARTA Fees £375.00 Engraving Costs £173.30 

        

MEMBERSHIP Fees £325.00 Competition Costs £172.50 

        

Society Contribution to Charity £204.60 Fund Raising £204.60 

        

Green Fees Contribution £7,069.50 Green Fees £11,159.30 

        

Misc £0.00 Web Page & Treasurer £271.78 

        

  Closing Balance (30th Sept 13) £1,673.76 

      

TOTAL: £14,244.84 TOTAL: £14,244.84 

 
6.3 There were no questions from the members for the Treasurer. 

 

 
7 Motions 

 
7.1 Motion 1 – Vince Rossiter:  The Chapman Cup continues as 

a Scratch Competition but is restricted to players who have a 
handicap of 10 or higher. 

 
7.1.1 Motion was withdrawn. 

 
7.2 Motion 2 – Peter Gray:  On at least half of our meetings the 

longest drive competition should be replaced by a ‘nearest the 
marker’ competition set at a distance that majority of 

members can drive 
 

7.2.1 After a general discussion, this motion was amended, to 

‘nearest the pin in 2’.  This was approved by members 
and will be trialed in 2014 
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8 Election of Officers and Committee of the Society 

 
8.1 Geoff Dawe confirmed that he was happy to continue as 

President of the Society for the coming year.  For other posts 
on the Committee there was only one nominee for each 

position so the following were elected unopposed: 
 

 

Position 
Nominees for 

2014 Proposed by Seconded by 

Captain James Donaldson James Manning Committee 

Vice Captain Andrew Gardner James Donaldson Committee 

Secretary Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter Patrick Aung 

Asst Secretary James Donaldson Darren Cooper Will Donaldson 

Treasurer Mike Arney Vince Rossiter Peter Gray 

General 

Committee 

James Manning Will Donaldson Vince Rossiter 

Pete Frost Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 

Vince Rossiter Patrick Aung John Tranter 

Auditor David Boone Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 

 

 
9 Any Other Business 

 
9.1 Events for 2013 

 
The Secretary said that he had booked most of the venues for 

2014. These were as follows: 
 

 April – Hasting Challenge Match 
 Friday 25 April Spring Meeting at Littlestone GC 

 Wednesday 21 May President’s Day at Brookmans Park GC 

 Thursday 19 June Summer Meeting at West Hill GC 
 Tuesday 22 July Captain’s Day at Knole Park GC 

 Monday 8 Sept Autumn Meeting at Orsett GC 
 Thursday 16 Oct AGM at Westerham GC 

 
The Chairman thanked Darren for a schedule which looked 

very exciting. 
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9.2 Charity for 2014 

 
As there were no nominations for a charity, the SGS 

Committee would find a suitable charity for 2014. 
 

9.3 Awards 
 

The Secretary’s Cup was won by James Manning with 37 
points and Vince Rossiter was runner-up. 

 
The Golfer of the Year Trophy for 2013 was won by Vince 

Rossiter 
 

 
10 Close 

 

10.1 There being no other business, the Chairman closed the 
meeting at 4.40pm. 

 
January 2014 


