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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
OF THE SPARTA GOLF SOCIETY HELD AT  

ADDINGTON COURT GC ON 13 OCTOBER 2009 
 

 
Those present:  

Owen Hydes, Chair Alan Rowland 
Darren Cooper, Secretary Kevin McAnuff 

Mike Arney, Treasurer Pete Frost 
Vince Rossiter Len Kirton 

John Richards Phil Patten 
Ian Dibbens  

 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 
1.1 The Chairman gave a warm welcome to all. He commented 

that he was disappointed with the low turnout for the AGM. 
But hoped that everyone who had attended had a great day 

so far. 
 

1.1. He thanked members for the good turn out at all meetings 
during the year which had made the days very enjoyable and 

competitive. He also thanked the officers of the club who had 
ensured that the affairs of the Society ran smoothly.  

 
1.2. Special thanks went to  

 Darren Cooper for work throughout the year, and that we 

had some great venues selected for 2010, with the 
highlight being a return to Littlestone 

 Mike Arney for his work on the accounts 
 And to Vince Rossiter for his Captaincy during the year 

 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
 

2.1. Apologies for absence had been received from Tim Morgan, 
Phil Alker, Andrew Gardner, Peter Gray, Phil Ryan, Kevin Ryan, 

Ray Owen, Angela Owen, Maurice Rossiter, Will Donaldson, Phil 
Mills, Graham Hoy, Doug Little, Gordon Rolfe. 
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3. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 
 

3.1. Apart from a few spelling errors, the minutes of the 2008 
AGM were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record of 

proceedings. 
 

 
4. Matters Arising 

 
4.1. There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the 

2008 AGM. 
 

 
5. Captain’s Report 

 

5.1. Welcome. The turnout today is a little disappointing but at 
least the elite of the society are here. Perhaps we should 

consider a motion to encourage others to come along to the 
AGM – make the day free, Mike?; or perhaps those who don’t 

turn up pay for our day out? Anyway, I think we have all had an 
enjoyable day and the sun shone brightly as it invariably does 

on our Society meetings.   
 

I will not comment on everything that happened during the year 
as I am sure you want to get home today. There were many ups 

and downs, achievements and disappointments, and I hope I can 
cover most of them. 

 
Firstly some facts and figures: we play for no less than 20 cups, 

trophies and salvers, plus special prizes from the Captain and 

Presidents (and Secretary?) and give prizes for nearest the pin 
and longest drives at nearly all meetings. In effect everyone has 

a chance of winning something and, this year, no less than 26 
different members walked away with a prize of one kind on 

another. However, not all meetings are about winning something 
for ourselves but for giving to others.  

 
In that respect, the year started earlier than normal with a 

Charity Challenge match at the London Golf Club. Whilst Ataxia – 
our nominated charity – could not put up as many players as 

hoped, Sparta made a good show. With donations for balls lost, 
bunkers hit, a raffle and other generosity, the day alone raised 

over £500 for this worthy cause. This was further enhanced 
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when sponsorship money came rolling in and our normal charity 

event – the Summer Meeting – again added to the pot.  
 

In the end, our Treasurer was able to write a cheque for 
£1653.50 for Ataxia. However, the overall amount raised from 

outside sponsorship organised by Ataxia themselves, amounted 
to a staggering £4572.50. So a big thank you to all who helped 

in this – a round of applause? Can we do better next year? 
 

Another early fixture was our annual match against the Hastings 
Golf Society at Hemsted Forest and for the third year running 

Sparta won, this time by an impressive 5 and half matches to 2 
and half. I think Hastings are getting a bit peeved about losing 

so I understand the venue will change next year to Lamberhurst. 
But I am sure we shall again rise to the challenge. 

 

Our first formal meeting of the year took place at a popular 
venue – Crowborough Beacon. It was great to see such a good 

turnout and great fun was had from Parnevik style hats (Andrew 
Cotterill), doggy style shots (Jerry Doyle) and buildings coming 

under attack (brother Maurice)! On the results side, I broke with 
tradition in winning the Addison Plate – normally Captains win 

nothing in their captaincy year.  
 

Andrew Cotterill and Steve Elderkin’s appearances at meetings 
are few but they are making a habit of winning the Astor Cup 

whilst the bad luck story of the day was probably the 2nd place in 
both the stableford and scratch competitions by Phil Mills. 

However, he did put this right later in the year. 
 

The Mond Cup draw took place at the Spring Meeting and it was 

good to see that the number wanting to take part was higher 
than for a long time. As such there was stiff competition to gain 

entry and, I think, for the first time a lady qualified – Anna 
Dougal. Anna was given a tough draw against James Manning 

but she showed no fear at her home course, Mitcham, to win 
5&4. She unfortunately succumbed to Doug Little in the next 

round at The Addington. 
 

For the second year running I was drawn against Will Donaldson, 
and, much to the dismay of others who were hoping to play at 

Sunningdale in later rounds, I beat him at the first extra hole. 
Modesty does not allow me to say how well I played but the 15 

shots I had on him probably had something to do with it. 
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In the other first round match, Pete Frost overcame Mike Gilks, 
who was recovering from illness, to set up a match against me. 

In order to stem his disappointment at not playing at 
Sunningdale, I agreed to play him at Littlestone, one of Pete’s 

favourite links courses. It looked like it was all over after nine 
with Pete 3 up but with the wind now in our faces, I somehow 

put my game together to finish the match all square. Due to a 
major competition the following day, the course was closed when 

we finished so could not play extra holes. We therefore decided 
to play at another favourite course of ours, Sene Valley. All went 

well for six holes with Pete going one up and myself getting it 
back. Then a lost ball at the 7th and loss of concentration on my 

part saw him go three up at the turn. But there was no 
comeback this time and he eventually won 3 & 2. 

 

The final therefore was between Doug Little and Pete Frost 
played at the Addington last Friday. By all accounts it was a 

close match but Doug snatched victory on the last hole. The full 
report is on the website. 

 
As you will no doubt know, our team of Darren Cooper, Will 

Donaldson and Peter Gray won the CSGS Lloyd George trophy in 
2008 – the first time since 1991 under the DOE GS title. It was 

with anticipation therefore that a good defence would be put up 
in the 2009 competition. But it was not to be. I lead our first 

team into the competition against the same team we lost to in 
2008 – only to be beaten again. Darren’s team at least got to 

the second albeit with a bye but then went down 2 and 1 to the 
Comets. So no glory this year I’m afraid. 

 

Mention should also be made of the biggest stableford points 
tally of the year which was accumulated on my Captain’s Day at 

Broke Hill by Tim Morgan – a massive 46 points. Needless to say 
the handicapping committee quickly got to work on that one. 

However, although he won the DOE 25th Anniversary Trophy, 
Tim did not win by a country mile with 4 other players posting 

scores of 40 points or more with a further 4 scoring 39 points. 
The course was obviously not tough enough. However, I think 

everyone had an enjoyable day and no doubt the bottle of Malt 
Whiskey won by Mark Hitchin for his consistency during the day 

has had a tasting? 
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Many people set themselves targets and I am no different. At 

the beginning of the golfing year I set might sights on achievable 
goals and one is very general – to play better at the end of the 

year than at the beginning. For 2009, I set myself a challenge to 
win Golfer of the Year and with my win at the Spring Meeting it 

seemed achievable. However, with the consequent handicap cut 
I found it difficult to meet those heights again at Sparta 

meetings – although I did score a gross 82 (my best ever) whilst 
on holiday near Chester in September.  

 
By the Autumn meeting I was lying 5th in the GOTY table and 

had calculated that if those above me scored 35 points or less, 
then to win I would need to score 42 points. And I could have 

done it if I had been allowed to play 27 holes! Coming into that 
meeting, Will Donaldson looked to be the favourite needing to 

match his average during the year. However, he put in his worst 

score of the year of 31 points which allowed Pete Frost to catch 
him on 175 points and tie for 2nd place. But congratulations must 

go to James Manning who put in his best performance of the 
year to score 38 points and win the 2009 Golfer of the Year. 

 
I haven’t commented on all the achievements by members this 

year, so if you were not mentioned, my apologies. I am sure this 
speech has been long enough already, so I will just say 

congratulations to all winners this year and commiserations to 
those who just missed out. 2010 is another year and I hope you 

will all achieve your goals and make the year as enjoyable for 
Captain elect Graham Hoy as it 2009 has been for me. 

 
I would just like to add my thanks to Darren Cooper who, as 

secretary, has the hardest job of all on the Committee, but has 

done a fantastic job this year despite work pressure and a 
growing family. Also to Mike Arney, without whom we would be 

paying a lot more for our fun days out. Reluctantly, I should also 
thank Pete Frost who keeps everyone’s handicap in check – even 

mine! 
 

Last but not least, I thank Owen Hydes who, as President for 
many years now and hopefully for many more, brings a stability 

to the Society and keeps us all in check. Thanks to them all. 
 

Finally, I thank you all very much and hope you will continue to 
support Sparta Golf Society. 
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6. Treasurer’s Report 
 

6.1. I am happy to report that we have enjoyed an excellent 
year of golf which has been well supported by the members of 

our society. 
 

My thanks go to our auditor David Boone for once again working 
on our accounts over the weekend so that I could present 

completely audited accounts for our AGM. 
 

Once again the money collected by the membership fees has 
helped enabled us to play better than average courses and still, I 

hope,  keep the prices at a reasonable level. 
 

As you know we added an extra meeting in early April at the 

London Club where we had a match against a team from our 
chosen charity, this proved extremely successful and I can 

report that this year we managed to raise an excellent 
£1,653.50, and Ataxia through the match raised an additional 

£2,919.00, therefore making a total of £4,572.50. 
 

You can see from our Statement of Account that we have a very 
high closing balance. This is mainly due to the fact that although 

I passed the cheque to Ataxia mid – September they did not 
manage to bank it. In addition we also have to pay for today’s 

AGM as well as the Hastings challenge match. I will also be 
looking out to see if the London club repeat their special offer for 

early season tee-offs. This along with some outstanding deposits 
will eat away at most of the balance shown. 

 

You will also see that as members we paid almost £10,000 in 
green fees and this should ensure that once again SPARTA will 

be more than happy in granting us our requested contribution 
for next years meetings.  

 
Finally, thanks to Darren in his debut year as secretary for 

collecting the cheques and getting them to me in time for 
banking etc. and thanks to all of you that have once again made 

it a very pleasant year of golfing in this society. 
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7. Motions 

 
7.1. One motion was proposed by Pete Frost as follows: 

 
To amend the selection process for the Mond Cup as follows: 

 
From: 

 
This is a matchplay knockout competition between the current 

holder (providing attendance at the Spring meeting) and the top 
7 players (or 8 players if the current holder does not attend the 

Spring meeting or does not wish to defend the trophy) - who 
have indicated that they want to take part - from the morning 

stableford competition at the Spring Meeting. 
 

To: 

 
This is a matchplay knockout competition between the current 

holder and the top 7 players electing to compete (or 8 players if 
the current holder does not wish to defend the trophy) from the 

Golfer of the Year final table from the previous year. 
 

This has three benefits. 
 

1. An individual is not constrained to compete in the Spring 
Meeting to qualify for the Mond Cup. 

 
2. It maintains an aim for all players during the year to finish 

higher up the GOTY table rather than not bothering because they 
are too far behind the leader. 

 

3. It will encourage players to turn up for more events if they 
wish to qualify for the Mond Cup 

 
As an immediate change in the rule would be unfair to those 

finishing outside the top eight in the GOTY for 2009 I propose 
that this amendment is brought in for the year 2011. 

 
7.2. After a general discussion on the motion, it was agreed 

that this was a fairer way to qualify if you wanted to play in the 
Mond Cup. 
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7.3. The motion was seconded by Mike Arney and was carried 

by 8 votes to 1, and the Mond Cup rules would be amended 
accordingly. 

 
 

8. Election of Officers and Committee of the Society 
 

8.1. Owen Hydes confirmed that he was happy to continue as 
President of the Society.  For other posts on the Committee 

there was only one nominee for each position so the following 
were elected unopposed: 

 

Position 
Nominees for 

2010 Proposed by Seconded by 

Captain Graham Hoy Will Donaldson Committee 

Vice Captain To be proposed by Captain 
Considered and 
co-opted by 

Committee 

Secretary Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter Ian Dibbens 

Asst Secretary James Donaldson Darren Cooper Pete Frost 

Treasurer Mike Arney Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter 

General 
Committee 

Will Donaldson Mike Arney John Richards 

Pete Frost Darren Cooper Mike Arney 

Vince Rossiter Owen Hydes Phil Patten 

Auditor David Boone Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 

 

 
9. Any Other Business 

 

9.1. SPARTA GS Open Day – Vince Rossiter that this year’s 
open day had to be cancelled due to lack of interest, this was 

probably because we do not have that many beginners within 
the society at the moment and whether we should continue with 

this event for 2010.  It was agreed that we should try for one 
more year 

9.2. Events for 2010 
 

The Secretary said that he had booked all the venues for 2010. 
These were as follows: 
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 Mid April – Hasting Challenge Match at Lamberhurst GC 

 Wednesday 5 May Spring Meeting at Chelmsford GC 
 Tuesday 1 June President’s Day at Woking GC 

 Early June Open Day – venue to be decided 
 Friday 25 June Summer Meeting Littlestone GC 

 Thursday 29 July Captain’s Day at Ashford (Kent) GC 
 Friday 3 Sept Autumn Meeting at Copthorne GC 

 
The Chairman thanked Darren for a schedule which looked very 

exciting. 
 

 
9.3. Charity for 2010 

 
Mike Arney offered the Brain Cancer Trust as the Charity for the 

SGS for 2010.  Mike mentioned that members of the Society had 

lost friends this year through this disease. 
 

The meeting agreed that this was a very worthy cause and that 
the SGS would support the Charity during 2010. 

 
9.4. Associate Fees 

 
The treasurer mentioned that there had been discussions within 

SPARTA as to whether retired members of SPARTA should still 
pay their £12 SPARTA fee.  The advice that had come back from 

the committee was that retired members do not need to pay, 
and the treasurer would not be asking for retired members 

SPARTA fees for 2010. 
 

9.5. Awards 

 
The Chairman was not able to make the following presentations 

as the players concerned had not attended the AGM: 
 

 The Golfer of the Year to James Manning 
 

 Mond Cup to Doug Little 
 

The Secretary’s Cup was won for the 2nd time in succession by 
Pete Frost with the same points total of 43 points as he got in 

2008.  The nearest the pin was won by Darren Cooper 
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10. Close 

 
10.1. There being no other business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at 2.50pm. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
October 2009 


