
 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE SPARTA GOLF SOCIETY HELD AT 

ROYAL ASHDOWN FOREST GC ON 19 OCTOBER 2017 

 

Those present: 

Darren Cooper (Chair) Andrew Gardner 
Vince Rossiter (Sec) Gordon Rolfe 
David Cooper (Capt) Kevin Ryan 
Mike Arney (Treasurer) Phil Ryan 
Pete Frost Phil Patten 
Ian Dibbens Phil Alker 

 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

1.1. As our President was absent, the Chair was taken by Darren Cooper who welcomed all to 

the 2017 Annual General meeting. 

1.2. Special thanks went to Mike Arney for his work on the ever decreasing finances and also to 

David Cooper who, as Captain for the year, had instilled a great deal of fun at all meetings. 

Darren also thanked the general committee for their support during the year. 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

2.1. Apologies for absence were received from Geoff Dawe, Peter Gray and others. 

 

3. Minutes of the last AGM 

3.1. No changes to the 2016 AGM minutes were made and they were agreed as true record of 

proceedings. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

4.1. Vince commented that the suggestion to use a Hickory Putter as the replacement for the 

Robinson Bowl had been shelved and that a new crystal Bowl had been purchased, paid for 

by contributions by members. 

 

5. Captains Report  

5.1. David Cooper said he was very honoured to have been Captain for the Society which has 

had such a long and varied history. He was surprised how little he has had to do during the 

year mainly due to the great work by Darren Cooper as Secretary. Special mention was also 



 

 

given to Mike Arney who, with limited finances, has been able to assure great value at all 

events. 

5.2. He was sorry not to have overseen a win over Ashdown Society who had taken the 

Pauley/Richards trophy for the 2nd successive year. However, he thanked the Sparta 

members for their efforts over what had proved to be a tricky course. 

5.3. Indeed over the year, the Society had visited some notable courses particularly the historic 

Chiselhurst course in the spring which, although short, had proved a good test. For 

President’s Day there had been a trek north of the river to visit the excellent Brickenden 

Grange club before back to the south for Rochester & Cobham for our summer meeting. 

This being our charity event, David was very pleased with the generosity of members who 

donated £70 for Kingston Samaritans. 

5.4. For his own day, our Captain took the Society to the superb Blackmoor Golf Club which 

proved to be the most popular day of the year. Finally, our autumn meeting was at Selsdon 

Park where unfortunately the facilities and hospitality did not match a very good and 

interesting course. 

5.5. David was sorry to see numbers over the year fall off and hoped that efforts could be made 

to increase membership. He was pleased that Phil Ryan had accepted his nomination as 

Captain for 2018 and hoped she has a very successful year. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

6.1. The following statement of accounts was presented by Mike Arney: 

Income £’s  Expenditure £’s 

Opening balance 2056.35  CSSC Fees 0.00 

SPARTA Contribution 1623.00  Prizes 403.00 

SPARTA Mem Fees   410.00  Paid to Charity 70.00 

Society Mem Fees  133.50  Engraving 108.00 

Collected for Charity     70.00  Competition Fees 60.00 

Green Fees 3608.50  Green Fees 7424.60 

Prizes   434.00  Web page & Treasurer expenses 76.08 

   Closing balance @ 30 Sept 2017 193.87 

TOTAL: 8335.35  TOTAL: 8335.35 

 

6.2. Mike commented that due to low attendances, income had been lower than expected and 

was worried that this may reflect on the subsidy that SPARTA could offer. However, efforts 

to increase membership may go some way to placate our governing body and we shall still 

be able to visit some good courses. However, Mike said that members fees for next year 

will have to include an element for prizes on the day but he hoped that this would not 

significantly increase individuals costs. 

6.3. It was noted that the accounts do not include today’s event and there were still some 

deposits to pay for next year plus other smaller expenses still to pay. However, the decent 

closing balance will cover these until the 2018 subsidy is paid early in the new year. 

6.4. Finally Mike thanked those who had contributed towards the replacement Robinson Bowl 

which fully covered its cost. 

 



 

 

7. Motions 

7.1. No motions were raised. 

 

8. Election of Officers and Members of the Committee 

8.1. Although Geoff Dawe was not present he had indicated that he was happy to continue as 

President of the Society. For other posts, there was only one nominee for each post so the 

following were elected unopposed: 

Position Nominee Proposed by Seconded by 

Captain Phil Ryan David Cooper Committee 

Vice Captain Kevin Ryan Phil Ryan Committee 

Secretary Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter Pete Frost 

Asst Secretary Vince Rossiter Darren Cooper Mike Arney 

Treasurer Mike Arney Vince Rossiter Andrew Gardner 

General 
Committee 

David Cooper Vince Rossiter Ian Dibbens 

Pete Frost Mike Arney Andrew Gardner 

Ian Dibbens David Cooper Phil Ryan 

Auditor David Boone Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 

 

9. Any Other Business 

9.1. Events for 2018 

9.1.1. The Secretary commented that three events so far had been booked for 2018 as 

follows: 

• President’s Day: 

• Summer Meeting: Crowborough GC 

• Captain’s Day:  

Other events will be added once the new calendar had been discussed. 

 

9.2. Calendar for 2018 

9.2.1. Vince said he had proposed to the Committee some amendments to the format of 

events for 2018 in the hope that this would encourage more participation. In effect, 

the change were to make the Spring and Autumn Meeting 18 hole events. To affect 

this, the Astor Cup would move from Spring to Summer to replace the DOE 25th cup 

and become a singles competition. For the Autumn event, the Millennium Decanter 

would be dropped. Also, the Lovell Salver 1st leg would move from Autumn to Captain’s 

Day. 

9.2.2. In general it was agreed that the revised calendar should be trialled for 2018. 

 

9.3. Membership 

9.3.1. Discussion was had about what could be done to increase interest and therefore 

membership of the Society. It was noted that SPARTA do have their own website and 

that this appeared on staff’s screens at startup. Darren agreed to update that Society’s 

contribution to this site and use it to encourage more to take part in the Society’s 

events. 

9.3.2. David Cooper proposed that a general survey of members should be taken to see why 

they do not attend and what could be done to increase their participation.  



 

 

9.4. Other Business 

9.4.1. Pete Frost proposed that our new Captain’s handicap should be allowed to rise by up 

to 2 shots above her club handicap to help her become more competitive. This was 

agreed. 

 

9.5. Awards 

9.5.1. Darren Cooper congratulated David Cooper on is 1 hole win over Peter Gray in the 

Mond Cup which took place at Camberley Heath. The Meeting also congratulated 

Darren on his win in the Golfer of the Year. 

 

10. Close 

10.1. There being no other business, the meeting was closed. 

 

October 2017 

 

These minutes were agreed as true record at the 2018 AGM 


