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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
OF THE SPARTA GOLF SOCIETY HELD AT  

WESTERHAM GC ON 4 OCTOBER 2012 
 

 
Those present:  

Geoff Dawe, Chair Len Kirton 
Darren Cooper, Secretary Pete Frost 

Mike Arney, Treasurer Doug Little 
Vince Rossiter Clive Freeman 

John Tranter Ian Dibbens 
Ray Owen Kevin McAnuff 

Andrew Gardner  

  
 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 
1.1 New Chairman Geoff Dawe gave a warm welcome to all.  He 

commented on the low turnout for the AGM.  He thanked 
members for the good turn out at all meetings during the 

year which had made the days very enjoyable and 
competitive.  He also thanked the officers of the club who had 

ensured that the affairs of the Society ran smoothly. 
 

1.2 Special thanks went to  
 Darren Cooper for work throughout the year. 

 Mike Arney for his work on the accounts 

 Vince Rossiter and James Donaldson for their work during 
the year 

 And to Mark Hitchen for being Captain 
 

 
2 Apologies for absence 

 
2.1 Apologies for absence had been received from Peter Millard, 

Tim Morgan, John Reeves, Kevin Walsh, Mark Heverin, Mark 
Hitchen, Will Donaldson, Alan Rowland, Peter Gray, Richard 

Jones, Kevin Ryan, Phil Ryan, Owen Hydes, James Donaldson, 
and James Manning. 
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3 Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 

 
3.1 There were no changes to the minutes of 2011 AGM which 

were then agreed and signed as a true and accurate record of 
proceedings. 

 
 

4 Matters Arising 
 

4.1 There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the 2011 
AGM. 

 
 

5 Captain’s Report by Mark Hitchen 
 

5.1 I was truly honoured to have been the Sparta Captain and 

very much enjoyed my time in the role. I’d like to thank my 
Vice-Captain, James Manning, for his help and wish him well 

in the role which he now assumes for 2013. I’d also like to 
thank the President, Geoff Dawe, and all members of the 

Committee. I’d like to especially thank Darren Cooper, James 
Donaldson and Mike Arney, who fulfilled their secretarial and 

treasurer roles superbly and Vince Rossiter for his all-round 
contribution to the club, including his excellent creation and 

maintenance of our website. 
 

5.2 The 2012 golfing year got off to a great start with a 
thoroughly enjoyable match in the annual Hastings Challenge 

at Chart Hills. The sun shone brightly, but unfortunately 
Ashdown were victorious over Sparta 5 pts to 3pts. The 

match was played in the usual good spirit and it was a special 

occasion, as following the sudden and sad deaths of Mike 
Pauley (Ashdown) and John Richards (Sparta), the Hastings 

Challenge Trophy has been suitably engraved in their 
memories. Mark Heverin and Tim Morgan secured the best 

Sparta points tally on the day – 45 pts … but still lost! 
 

5.3 I said at the start of my year in office that I had a three point 
plan: One, to ensure good weather; two, not to win major 

competitions himself and, three, to provide good company. 
Unfortunately, I got off to a bad start at the Spring meeting 

at Rochester and Cobham, where the weather was awful and 
I took the Addison Plate – and some of these things were to 

continue. Will Donaldson took the Woodgate Cup with a gross 
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77, but was pushed hard by his brother James, who started 

an excellent year with a gross 79. Pete Frost started a trophy-
filled year by partnering Richard Jones to take the Astor Cup 

with 37 pts. 
 

5.4 Our new President, Geoff Dawe, hosted an extremely 
enjoyable President’s Day at Farnham in early June, where we 

got some better weather. Pete Frost took his second trophy of 
the year with 42 pts and victory in the President’s Tankard. 

He took his third in the afternoon, partnering James 
Donaldson to win the Pepler Cup with a very impressive 47 

pts. Much to Mike Arney’s non-amusement, the Captain edged 
him out to take the Lovell Salver with 76 pts over the two 

legs. The President was kind enough to spread the prizes 
around with some special prizes of his own – of which there 

were another 6 winners! 

 
5.5 Next it was the Summer Charity Day. Members very kindly 

raised £350 in donations for the British Heart Foundation in 
memory of John Richards. It wasn’t that difficult though given 

the number of lost balls on the day. The weather again was 
pretty appalling – extremely windy and a very tough test at 

Dale Hill. Darren Cooper showed the rest of us how to play 
though, taking the Claret Jug with a very steady and 

respectable 72 pts. It’s no wonder he wanted to play the 
course so much. Will Donaldson took the Summer Cup with 

36 pts and Peter Gray took the Cook Cup with 31 pts (once 
Darren had been taken out of the equation). 

 
5.6 My Captain’s Day was held at Burnham Beeches and apart 

from the greens, which had just been treated, the day was 

very enjoyable. The weather for once was very good. Despite 
comically firing into the car park on the 36th hole, I managed 

to take the DoE 25th centenary, whilst James Donaldson took 
the Harrop Cup and Peter Gray took the Golden Jubilee. 

 
5.7 At our final meeting at the Burstead, some entertaining golf 

was played and some hisses, howls and growls heard. It was 
a very hot day and some found it too much. Will Donaldson 

took the Chapman Cup with a gross 75, again edging out his 
brother, Pete Frost (again) took the Adams Salver and 

Andrew Cotterill (a new winner- hurrah!) took the Chapman 
Cup with a very strong 41 pts. The Captain’s team beat the 

President’s by 4 to 2 in the afternoon. 
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5.8 The Mond Cup, which was played over the course of the year 
was won by the Captain in a thrilling encounter at Burnham 

Beeches, triumphing by one hole against Peter Gray with the 
very last putt. At the AGM, Pete Frost was victorious once 

again to conclude an excellent year. Unsurprisingly, it was Mr 
Frost who clinched the Golfer of the Year convincingly with a 

superb 186 pts – 6 clear of James Donaldson in 2nd, who was 
a further 10 clear of Will Donaldson in 3rd. A final and 

excellent victory for Sparta came in the Lloyd George as Vince 
Rossiter, Pete Frost and Peter Gray notched up Sparta’s 2nd 

win in 4 years in a dramatic match at Guildford. 
 

5.9 Thanks again to all the members who made 2012 a special 
year for Sparta Golf. I’m sure that the Society will enjoy an 

equally enjoyable 2013 and continue to flourish as a friendly 

society that offers good golf, good company and lots of fun at 
a range of excellent courses across the South East. I’ll see 

you at Chart Hills on 11 April! 
 

 
6 Treasurer’s Report 

 
6.1 Unfortunately because of the fact that the AGM meeting is so 

early in October I am unable to present audited accounts to 
the society. They have however been prepared and will be 

passed to our auditor David Boone tomorrow 
 

Once again we have had a very successful year playing some 
lovely courses and in the main in fine weather, which took 

some doing with the summer we had this year. It is hoped 

that with the help of SPARTA this trend will continue for the 
foreseeable future.  

 
As you know this year’s charity was in aid of the British Heart 

Foundation and we managed to raise £349.05, which is a 
drop from previous years but in the present financial climate 

still an excellent effort. 
 

There has been a slight fall in numbers but taking into 
account the falling numbers of SPARTA members and the 

attendances of other SPARTA clubs, we are still a very strong 
society. Indeed we collected over £10,575 in green fees which 
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should once again ensure that SPARTA will be content to 

grant our requested contribution for 2013. 
 

On first sight our balance of £2,000.74 may seem high, but 
we have several deposits to pay for next season along with 

today’s meeting and the Hastings challenge match, which 
next year will once again be held at Chart Hills, so hopefully 

should be well represented. All of these payments will be 
made before we receive next year’s grant so this will use up a 

high percentage of the balance. 
 

Finally, my thanks to all the committee, which has ensured 
that once again we had a successful year and one where we 

enjoyed playing the best sport in the world. 
 

 

6.2 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT 2011/12:- 
 

INCOME £'s EXPENDITURE £'s 

        

Opening Balance (1st Oct 11) £1,227.63 CSSC Fees £30.00 

        

SPARTA Contribution £4,390.00 Prizes and Trophies £438.34 

        

SPARTA Fees £192.00 Engraving Costs £271.48 

        

MEMBERSHIP Fees £645.00 Competition Costs £103.00 

        

Society Contribution to Charity £349.05 Fund Raising £744.07 

        

Green Fees Contribution £7,636.50 Green Fees £10,575.50 

        

Misc £0.00 Web Page  £277.05 

        

  Closing Balance (30th Sept 12) £2,000.74 

      

TOTAL: £14,440.18 TOTAL: £14,440.18 

 
6.3 There were no questions from the members for the Treasurer. 
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7 Motions 
 

7.1  No motions were received. 
 

 
8 Election of Officers and Committee of the Society 

 
8.1 Geoff Dawe confirmed that he was happy to continue as 

President of the Society for the coming year.  For other posts 
on the Committee there was only one nominee for each 

position so the following were elected unopposed: 
 

 

Position 
Nominees for 

2013 Proposed by Seconded by 

Captain James Manning Mark Hitchen Committee 

Vice Captain To be proposed by Captain 

Considered and 

co-opted by 
Committee 

Secretary Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter Ray Owen 

Asst Secretary James Donaldson Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter 

Treasurer Mike Arney Vince Rossiter Pete Frost 

General 

Committee 

Will Donaldson Darren Cooper Ian Dibbens 

Pete Frost 
Andrew 
Gardner 

Mike Arney 

Vince Rossiter Kevin McAnuff John Tranter 

Auditor David Boone Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 
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9 Any Other Business 

 
 

9.1 Events for 2013 
 

The Secretary said that he had booked most of the venues for 
2013. These were as follows: 

 
 Thursday 11 April – Hasting Challenge Match at Chart Hills 

GC 
 Friday 3 May Spring Meeting at Crowborough Beacon GC 

 Friday 31 May President’s Day at Canons Brook GC 
 Thursday 27 June Summer Meeting at Army GC 

 Friday 19 July Captain’s Day at The Shire GC 
 Tuesday 3 Sept Autumn Meeting at Addington Palace GC 

 Thursday 17 Oct AGM at Westerham GC 

 
It was agreed that for 2013, that we would continue to play 

Foursomes at the Spring Meeting, and if possible the invites 
would include a Half Day cost for those who would like to play 

18 holes only. 
 

The Chairman thanked Darren for a schedule which looked 
very exciting. 

 
9.2 Charity for 2013 

 
As there were no nominations for a charity, the SGS 

Committee would find a suitable charity for 2013. 
 

9.3 Awards 

 
The Secretary’s Cup was won by Pete Frost with 38 points 

and Ian Dibbens was runner-up with 32 points. 
 

The Golfer of the Year Trophy for 2012 was won by Pete Frost 
 

 
10 Close 

 
10.1 There being no other business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at 4.45pm. 
 

January 2012 


