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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
OF THE SPARTA GOLF SOCIETY HELD AT  

BIRCHWOOD PARK GC ON 8 OCTOBER 2010 
 

 
Those present:  

Owen Hydes, Chair Doug Little 
Darren Cooper, Secretary Phil Alker 

Mike Arney, Treasurer Pete Frost 
Vince Rossiter Len Kirton 

John Richards Andrew Gardner 
Pete Mason Mark Hitchen 

Alan Rowland Maurice Rossiter 

Phil Patten  
 

 
1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 
1.1 The Chairman gave a warm welcome to all. He commented on 

the good turnout for the AGM. 
 

1.1. He thanked members for the good turn out at all meetings 
during the year which had made the days very enjoyable and 

competitive. He also thanked the officers of the club who had 
ensured that the affairs of the Society ran smoothly. The 

Chairman also mentioned that he was stepping down as 
President at the end of 2011. 

 

1.2. Special thanks went to  
 Darren Cooper for work throughout the year, and that we 

had some great venues selected for 2011, with the 
highlight being a return to Thorndon Park 

 Mike Arney for his work on the accounts 
 Vince Rossiter  and James Donaldson for their work during 

the year 
 And to Graham Hoy for having been a very generous and 

successful Captain 
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2. Apologies for absence 

 
2.1. Apologies for absence had been received from Paul Goff, 

Richard Jones, Ian Dibbens, John Reeves, Graham Hoy. 
 

 
3. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 

 
3.1. The minutes of the 2009 AGM were agreed and signed as a 

true and accurate record of proceedings. 
 

 
4. Matters Arising 

 
4.1. There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the 

2009 AGM. 

 
 

5. Captain’s Report 
 

5.1 To be added when Graham returns from his 6 month 
holiday. 

 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
 

6.1. Mike Arney gave a brief summary of the Treasurer’s report  
which was handed out to all those present: 

 
After a soggy start it was nice to see that Darren once again 

managed to arrange our meetings on days that had better than 

average weather. 
 

Unfortunately because of the fact that the AGM meeting is quite 
early in October added to the fact that our auditor, David Boone 

has been off sick for the last few weeks and indeed is still off 
sick, I am unable to present audited accounts to the society. 

 
I have however completed the Statement Of Account which is 

attached to these notes. 
 

I feel sure that you will agree that some of the courses our 
society plays are quite excellent and it is hoped that with the 
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help of SPARTA this trend will continue for the foreseeable 

future. 
 

In addition we once again managed to break the £1,000 barrier 
in our charity of the year Brainstrust. Although the accounts 

show a collection of £845 there was a cash collection on the day 
of the London GC meeting which was handed directly to the 

charity, which took the figure to over £1,000. 
 

There has been a slight fall in numbers, but taking into account 
the falling number of SPARTA members and the attendances of 

other SPARTA clubs, we are still a very strong and well 
supported society. Indeed we collected over £8,000 in green fees 

which should once again ensure that SPARTA will be content to 
grant our requested contribution for 2011. 

 

On first sight our balance of £2,116.56 may seem high, but we 
have several deposits to pay for next season along with today’s 

meeting and the Hastings Challenge match, which next year will 
be held at the wonderful Chart Hills GC, so that should prove 

very popular. All of these payments will be made before we 
receive next year’s grant, so this will use up a high percentage 

of the balance. 
 

Finally, my thanks to all the committee and Graham for being an 
excellent Captain, which has ensured that once again we had a 

successful year and one where we enjoyed playing the best sport 
in the world. 

 
End of report. 

 

There were no questions from the members for the Treasurer. 
 

 
7. Motions 

 
7.1. One motion was proposed by Vince Rossiter to further 

amend the rules of the Mond Cup (Motion attached to these 
minutes): 

 
7.2. After a general discussion on the motion, Pete Frost 

suggested some very minor amendments to the motion and 
these were seconded by Pete Mason. 
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8. Election of Officers and Committee of the Society 
 

8.1. Owen Hydes confirmed that he was happy to continue as 
President of the Society for the coming year, but suggested that 

he should step down at the end of 2011. The Committee 
thanked Owen and agreed that this was sensible. They agreed 

that they would search for a successor in 2011. For other posts 
on the Committee there was only one nominee for each position 

so the following were elected unopposed: 
 

Position 

Nominees for 

2011 Proposed by Seconded by 

Captain Alan Rowland Graham Hoy Committee 

Vice Captain To be proposed by Captain 

Considered and 

co-opted by 
Committee 

Secretary Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter Pete Mason 

Asst Secretary James Donaldson Darren Cooper Pete Frost 

Treasurer Mike Arney Darren Cooper Vince Rossiter 

General 

Committee 

Will Donaldson Mike Arney John Richards 

Pete Frost Darren Cooper Mike Arney 

Vince Rossiter Owen Hydes Phil Patten 

Auditor David Boone Mike Arney Vince Rossiter 

 
 

9. Any Other Business 
 

9.1. Events for 2011 

 
The Secretary said that he had booked all the venues for 2010. 

These were as follows: 
 

 Thursday 31 March – Hasting Challenge Match at Chart 
Hills GC 

 Wednesday 27 April Spring Meeting at Braintree GC 
 Friday 27 May President’s Day at Guildford GC 

 Tuesday 21 June Summer Meeting Thorndon Park GC 
 Wednesday 27 July Captain’s Day at Hindhead GC 

 Friday 2 Sept Autumn Meeting at Wrotham Heath GC 



 

 5 

 

The Chairman thanked Darren for a schedule which looked very 
exciting. 

 
 

9.2. Charity for 2011 
 

David Cooper proposed the charity he works for the Association 
for the Support of the Kibili Community Project (ASKCoP) as the 

Charity for the SGS for 2011, the same charity we supported in 
2008. 

 
As there were no other nominations for a charity, the SGS would 

support the Charity during 2011. 
 

9.3. Treasurer 

 
Mike Arney mentioned that he was retiring in March 2011, and 

as he was happy to carry on as Treasurer, would the Golf Society 
agree to him buying a printer from club funds to carry on his 

work at home.  This was agreed. 
 

 
 

9.4. Awards 
 

The Secretary’s Cup was won by Vince Rossiter with 39 points 
who beat Phil Alker on countback. 

 
 

10. Close 

 
10.1. There being no other business, the Chairman closed the 

meeting at 4.36pm. 
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